Terrain Briefing

North:


Two parallel ridge lines



West is higher, more continuous



East is lower, less continuous




Jump the Interstate




Landabilty along the way is good


Further north to Jay the two come together



Center area is boonies




Fall off the the east – very landable




To the west – couple of fields – quality?

Northwest – very landable


Watch Burlington



Contact on 118.3



Restricted Area – 6501 – only one




Close to natural north/south route to Mt. Mansfield

Northeast near


Very landable around Newport and south

Northeast – far


Grim in the Colebrook – Boylan area



Need plenty of height and a good sense where airports are

East


Near to far



East Ridge




Must get over on final glides





324, 318, 319 very important to know if can’t make




F/G software to ridge top – ca/ 2500 ft


Broad valleys around Montpelier



Further east is Spruce chain – good fields to glide to



On to Ct. River valley – very landable



Gets exciting at Mt. Washington
Dean/Franconia/Twin Mountain, MtWsh Regional all good bailouts




Tend to be high in this area, go on good days only

Problem is more getting back across Ct River and Montpelier valleys


Remember East Ridge

Southeast

East ridge, back valley gets better to the southeast


Woodstock area hilly but landable


Much tougher west of here


Ct. valley landable, good fields

Claremont-Keene run is bear country direct and to the east, easy bailout to the CT river valley to the west

South


Most techinically challenging, but most interesting flying


Rt 100 valley not great but landable – see Ellis points carefully


Tend to be low


Route from Stockbridge – Rutland and Stockbridge- Springfield are boonies



Get high



Over ridges into Rutland ok – immediate landable fields



But the other way more difficult



On the Stockbridge-Springfield run, good lift takes you west, bail out is east


Rutland to North Adams



Good ridge lines – generates ridge and thermals above




Can fly straight ahead here but often low - >3000 msl




Good fields except for 




Notch




Manchester – make sure you know Ardell, but its high- 1900 ft




High valley south between Manchester and Bennington




Particularly going south


Terrain between North Adams/Keene and Manchester is very ugly – few airports only – although it often works – go in there only when high, retreat early

Southwest


Rutland valley good – airport at south end


Short stretch between Rutland and Granville not so good but easy glide over
West


No turnpoints/great shame/ good flying often in low cloudbase



But have to get back



Burlington Class C



Lake breeze

Northwest 


Franklin a fun turn, easy to land

Routes


East ridge N/S 



Lower but easier access from tow



More continuous, but only in spots – Hungries, Mad River Valley



Tends to leave you hanging at the ends


West Ridge N/S



Better lift, true ridge lift in spots, 



Less contiguous but stays higher longer both north and south

Generally easier bailouts to west except from Sugarbush to the Chittenden Reservoir

